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faith in astrology was far greater than her belief in Church dogmas, had ventured to extremes against her foes when she saw her son dying at the end of the time fixed as his term of life by the famous soothsayer brought to the Chateau de Chaumont by Nostradamus.
A few days before the terrible close of his reign, Francis II. had chosen to go out on the Loire, so as not to be in the town at the hour of the Prince de Conde's intended execution. Having surrendered the Prince's head to the Cardinal de Lorraine, he feared a riot quite as nluch as he dreaded the supplications of the Princesse de Conde. As he was embarking, a fresh breeze, such as often sweeps the Loire at the approach of winter, gave him so violent an earache that he was forced to return home; he went to bed, never to leave it alive.
In spite of the disagreement of the physicians, who, all but Chapelain, were his enemies and opponents, Ambroise Pare maintained that an abscess had formed in the head, and that if no outlet were pierced the chances of the King's death were greater every day.
In spite of the late hour and the rigorous enforcement of the curfew at that time in Orleans, which was ruled as in a state of siege. Fare's lamp was shining in his window where he was studying. Lecamus called to him from below; and when he had announced his name, the surgeon gave orders that his old friend should be admitted.
" You give yourself no rest, Ambroise, and while saving the lives of others you will wear out your own," said the furrier as he went in.
Indeed, there sat the surgeon, his books open, his instruments lying about, and before him a skull not long since buried, dug up from the grave, and perforated.
"I must save the King."
"Then you are very sure you can, Ambroise?" said the old man, shuddering.
"As sure as I am alive. The King, my good old friend, has some evil humor festering on his brain, which will fill It up, and the danger is pressing; but by piercing the skull I let the matter out and free his head. I have already per-